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January 2026​
Beginner Tak Tournament ​

Information Sheet 
 
Welcome to the Beginner Tournament, an entry-level tournament for Tak organized by the US Tak 
Association (ustak.org) 
 
Registration begins January 16th 2026 and ends January 23st 2026​
 
Tournament begins January 26th 2026 and lasts 6 weeks on average 
 

●​ You do NOT need to be a member of the US Tak Association to participate. 
●​ You do NOT need to be a resident of the US to participate. 
●​ Registration is 100% FREE! Sign Up Here​

 
All new players get an opportunity to compete in these Beginner tournaments. However, once you 
receive a merit-based prize from one of these, you graduate out of this category, but you are then 
more than welcome to compete in the higher-level tournaments as well as any “Opens” that the 
USTA offers. 
 
Games will be scheduled through the Tak Talk Discord in the #tournaments channel. Your matches 
and running points accumulation will be pinned there as well. 
 
Games will be played on https://www.playtak.com. If you have never played Tak at all or never played 
on that site, please familiarize yourself with it before your first match. A quick primer for the game 
can be found in this 2 minute How To Play Video. Reach out via the Discord if you need any help with 
anything. 

Tournament Structure: 
The tournament starts with Round Robin groups, meaning you will play 1 match (2 games) against 
each other person in your group in an effort to accumulate points. There are 4 total points available 
in each match: 2 for each game win, 1 for a draw, and 0 for a loss. The player in each group with the 
most points after the Round Robin stage will move on to a single elimination finals bracket. 
 

 

https://ustak.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWOGvWoOi59hf1eqifEmW0T7g2n9JQqG5v3bAQJj1eMJa_7w/viewform?usp=header
https://discord.gg/2xEt42X
https://www.playtak.com
https://youtu.be/M-Fh50QD4qI


 

Merit Prizes 
1st Place - First pick of the following: 

●​ Wolf and Hawk metal capstones from Worldbuilder’s Market 
●​ Beginner Travel Tak Set 

2nd Place - Remaining prize from above 

Participation Prizes 
Just for completing all your matches, you will be entered into a drawing for participation prizes: 

●​ High-level game review (2 available) - a high-level player will evaluate your game and provide 
constructive feedback. Example 

●​ Paperback version of Mastering Tak: Level I (2 available) 

Rules 
Standard Rules are used except where modified below: 

●​ Games are to be played on playtak.com using the “Beginner Tournament” preset dropdown 
option. 

○​ This will populate the time controls as well as any other parameters, including komi. 
■​ Komi is a value added to the second player’s (Black’s) flat count score in the 

event that a game ends via board fill or material exhaustion (i.e. Does not end in 
a road). 

●​ Komi is used to offset first player advantage and the current value is +2 to 
Black. 

○​ The only parameter you will need to enter yourself is your opponent for the game. 
●​ Each match consists of 2 games, where the players alternate starting colors. The colors of the 

first game of a match should be randomized. 
●​ Please coordinate your matches on Discord in the #tournaments channel. 

○​ Threads will be created to help organize Round Robin groups. 
●​ To keep to schedule, players must complete 2 matches per week unless directed otherwise by 

the Tournament Director. 
●​ Tiebreaks for Round Robin stage will go in the following order: 

○​ Head-to-head results 
○​ If there remains a tie after this, 2-game Blitz matches of 3 +5 time controls on size 6 

board, with alternating starting colors will be played until a winner is decided. 
●​ Tiebreaks for the Single Elimination stage will be Blitz matches as outlined above until a 

winner is decided. 
●​ USTA Tournament Default Policies apply. 

 

https://worldbuildersmarket.com/products/tak-wolf-and-hawk-metal-capstones?variant=42640567566523
https://ptn.ninja/NoBQNghgngpgTgRgAQCICSA7eBLCKC6AsAFCiSxwBMqcEARndgC50D2UAHACwEnADK2AF4xUANl6kA0qwC22VAAZJJBADokEZADMEJShoAmAZiQxqAbzRIAxhDBgkTABbYAzpqRwArm6YxDJEhDQ3gNNCZbCAwkZxgwAAckeQAPJG8kqFZvOCRWBJgMbAwAc00PACFIGwBrABokOm9I-wxDDyZWINZapCzvJGLO5NY4UVZtTRiAktEbWgB3R2K-GAhAidtC-1ybVgwmOFYwNQBfEmMjakM9Yi4NGFMIShIAVg1tUwsAOVZIiEa6zyCSY2H2DSakWwkxKrGKZRc7i82X8DX6SAW2TAgSwAScXWcEAAbqIAYS4IE-Pk8jFZFAnM4xhAoTEXKIsClInsMmBREwchgPG4uujudikKESWBqYi3GckBYAIIYembNl5Nm5NwJP4efZIUyY7ziwkkxowQpIWGsDYgsGC-GseUQL4AYWaoNKeW0k36uWco2E+yY9gZTP+bUa3mw2PhZxIYg0NieXBIAHYNBBXgqACquDxIgHW22g8FRyJ+GOOMYAR2jYw8ZIgFKQVKSkB2ai7p0aqeIHA0dGzFi7ajA2BqolddFMcTG8tdNj7AE4NNPTDZXgByVSKQfGADUW4V-GO2ECslYZuKDOZg0ihlYMDcGC3-xC+L62Vy4-oMeY2DPhCzSDJM1gNjqkYLMwzieAs9hgGi35RAkVJYIMHg2CBEyTNEgQJMUWCBBAJQQCsXI+G4rhem4ZGBPBDjyvwM6qOojSWAA4qwNoaPw-j2B0+atnWzaiNoRyyMkMDyhYMBcBiEAeAkRx0PQYD0kW3ElvajryjYLzEAgBhIJQdBcAeCrfDANjPrRcD0sMsyRH6KFoaIqm9De6qkbIMDAVyrB+F+Aw3toHa2NkBzymZO6GZcthiAqWYALR5LkdCUAAPJoYxWlpsTwH5uk9nQYixQg9yaK8qWGH2CDvCZEBcMlx5LslqiJkg-BLgqIArMk9J2Ek4lyLYlHUSU-nJNAdCko0zB5CScA1FWGgALLYCUziRKa7kWrSox7Vg2jYDYuCOMMTQxoE8RuDACxzqIAAU3wAKIAPwAJTytoBkIBmZjIDYtwIAOjTIHJqirhK2YwK8+h7jDqUWHmSLaPEkTKTAsjMjkoiGDk8IMqIPlFZCSDWPBHhEoB0FegtimeKE6OCtgZqXiS4STAtVOfndkQZMTSAci0ED1MTMTFkgCSQBgRSlFND2WuqLjhlaMBMB4dDSrUAQNAtvLEs+wUYqMd3epM8owGI+hsTACCZceFj8FgYv0kSHgACLYGMNhMLxrs1IN0Sm8tU3ooSgTDMUWG5AC3Iy6Iv6MOOoLG45GvE-OPaUMmAB8lmsAsjR-LBaoBubyf-mnHRdNooySSrjJrP8uXQYiMS0KU4yTHSKGtiGtTxsQlDGfbjTGNlzsa56ZSCwCOpuG42Da6IObFN4ZMgdC94Suer6YyHKINOqHOiJWDgW--w3oBl+IpA0awHc8XeQgLfQJYxgn0lkN4GwsFiHNmiP4PEjkujDC-q4VEmhIiGyCnQekeiYEXERrnQ8Cz8rLMFI0g0LpkZiNoujXIrj6RPMCLtc0lotlpS6lsqalMjUmrrsw9ISRokMUcKolw2R2lCzgO4PFvMgkhO6AsYexg2K50oHMhA71bDGAuMZSgNwDy1osMg7wW5L7huGAxPFoLGTZtgi5LN3h2l6lZBXJOilIjUDPjApAXBnjVsoLFYw8VjBLinos9I5tVaDpRAyJEpNZVGuwMlJRVFpYrHlCYVdlUGWvDzseZpq6GozgLtY2x2t6QuVmkFSR9p5RcC2U+3MQlj1o2NI4TYp7z3jSvQ6J+n1YHGE6q6guM4nY5jzbUek2o-gaAAPIxBOnAIKJRZY2V3jimoHhxxaNFCHC9kr3mGEWHQPNhhZhTEpJ0JIfdVYtw0BUEC6JRKaDAMKQYrIxbWt7GWgGdAEAWQsNuz1qyezAa4JlctAAqJ2AAlPxUcuh4M3uEL5ThsC+UCKTRVEnLxBRshysiGAKmhswWaPR-gNjNGE80BoEryhQAwHq+zvM1J8i6I+bwq9bBxF6H3WpRNxUePZbvJDKGwY2DENlLgZlkoICMigC40MN3NSK8gCAiVFDJQMwsjifCgA&name=JIOwpgTglghgBANwM5wjARuqAXdB7ATwA4AWOANgA9yg&ply=0
https://www.amazon.com/Mastering-Tak-Level-foundation-success/dp/154707759X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=mastering+tak&qid=1625449415&sr=8-1
https://ustak.org/play-beautiful-game-tak/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1ItM2J0cA9ERKzhwm1Sw2o1XgibATxYu14H8_i3IKD70/edit
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